LANDMARK
A natural or man-made spatial form, which is a strongly distinctive or characteristic element of the
landscape, subordinating to itself the entirety of the so-called landscape composition.

The landscape can be marked by a sacral building, a building of political and social importance, a
natural object or even a small architecture: any element which, due to its location, designates the
centre of the composition (e.g. a centrally located hut of the head of a Dogon village in Africa, a
church in a medieval village, a town square, an imperial palace, a temple or a sacred statue, but
also a hill, a tree or a rock). Almost in every historical epoch we can identify characteristic
landmarks: sacral buildings in antiquity (Mesopotamia, Babylonia, China), an agora or forum in
ancient Greece or Rome, a cathedral in the Middle Ages, a town hall and market square in the
Renaissance. In the industrial period industrial buildings (e.g. chimneys), engineering projects (e.g.
Eiffel Tower), skyscrapers (e.g. in Shanghai, Dubai) became dominants.

A landmark can be intentionally showcased, e.g. by means of the so-called viewing foreground
(undeveloped space, square in front of the building) or natural terrain (e.g. a bend of the Oder
River in Wroctaw builds the landscape of Ostréw Tumski, in Shanghai the Huangpu River displays
Pudong). A landmark can be indicated by means of lines leading to it (e.g. mapping out streets so
that they lead directly to the market square or church). Equally important is the background
against which it occurs (e.g. a forest wall or an empty space with a visible horizon). A dominant can
be framed in the landscape, which can include for example tall trees surrounding the most
attractive part of the landscape.

A landmark does not always have a positive aesthetic value. In architecture there is a negative
dominant phenomenon which contributes to impoverishment and degradation of the landscape
(e.g. chimneys of industrial plants). The term "landmark" appeared in the Polish legislation in the
presidential bill of the Landscape Act in 2013. A landmark was defined in it as an object with a
leading visual impact on the landscape.

M. G.]

Literature:

Bogdanowski, Janusz. Kompozycja i ksztattowanie w architekturze krajobrazu. Krakéw-Warszawa:
Ossolineum, 1976.

Bohm, Aleksander. Planowanie przestrzenne dla architektow krajobrazu — o czynniku kompozycji.
Krakéw: Wydawnictwo PK, 2006.

Gadomska, Edyta, Rézanska, Anna, Sikorska, Dorota. Podstawy architektury krajobrazu. Warszawa:
Hortpress, 2005.

Mitkowska Anna, Siewniak, Marek. Tezaurus sztuki ogrodowej. Warszawa: Oficyna Wydawnicza
Rytm, 1998.

Vogt, Otmar. Zagadnienia zwigzane z zapisem przestrzeni w architekturze. Krakéw: Wydawnictwo
Politechniki Krakowskiej im. Tadeusza Kosciuszki, 1995.

Wejchert, Kazimierz. Elementy kompozycji urbanistycznej. Warszawa: Arkady, 1984.



